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PRESS RELEASE
Accidents with agricultural vehicles: harmonized reporting to boost safety in Europe

CEMA welcomes adoption of new CEN standard EN 16831 and calls on EU Member States to
implement the new template

Brussels, 27 May 2016 — CEMA welcomes the adoption of a new European standard that will
harmonize reporting on accidents with agricultural vehicles and calls on EU Member States to
implement the new template. The final Draft FprEN 16831 was largely approved by the European
standardisation body CEN last Thursday and the official EN standard will be published in the coming
next months. It is the first standard of its kind to harmonize the way accidents involving agricultural
vehicles are evaluated and reported.

Currently, only national or regional reporting templates exist within the European Union (EU) which
makes it difficult to compare accident data. As a result, pan-European data on accidents is largely
missing or non-existing, particularly since the accuracy and completeness of many existing accident
reporting schemes is patchy.

CEMA Project Team Chairman and CEN Project Leader Massimo Bergo underlines the importance
for EU Member States to implement the new template: “As a first step, CEMA brought and processed
this initiative to CEN. Now the second challenging step should be the effective implementation by EU
Member States because the final goal will be the exchange and analysis of results in a harmonized
pan-European database. This needs to be a joint effort and CEMA is committed to playing its part.”

CEMA Senior Expert Antoon Vermeulen explains: “By establishing a single uniform template that will
need to be filled in for each and every accident involving agricultural machinery, the new standard is an
important step forward to boost safety in Europe. Only if we understand the exact nature and dynamics
of accidents across the EU will we be able to improve safety levels in the use of agricultural machinery.”

For the assessment of EU product legislation, the European Commission relies heavily on accident
reporting data. The historical lack and insufficient accuracy of European accident data has made it
difficult to develop evidence-based and cost-efficient changes to safety requirements for agricultural
vehicles which would effectively help to reduce accidents.

By contrast, the data collected with the new CEN standard could help to inform the development of
appropriate proposals for the reduction of accidents and could allow to adapt EU legislation regarding
the occupational and road safety of agricultural vehicles accordingly.

Apart from establishing a single, harmonized reporting template for the whole of Europe, the CEN
standard puts a dedicated focus on understanding the causality and dynamics of specific accidents
above and beyond the usual procedures related to establishing accident responsibility.

The data collected will provide reliable statistical evidence on different important parameters such as:
¢ influence of vehicle design;

¢ information on vehicle combinations;

e condition of the vehicle;

¢ Vvehicle use;

¢ characteristics of the driver; and

e other circumstantial aspects such as road surface or weather conditions.
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Further information about CEMA’s project on establishing a European accident database is available
here: http://cema-agri.org/publication/towards-european-accident-database-agricultural-vehicles-0

For additional information, please contact:
Beatriz Arribas

Communications Officer
secretariat@cema-agri.org

+32 27068173

About CEMA:

CEMA (www.cema-agri.org) is the European association of agricultural machinery industry. The industry
represented by CEMA includes 4,500 manufacturers of agricultural machinery. 135,000 persons directly work in
this branch of business, 125,000 persons work indirectly in distribution and maintenance. The companies are
mainly small and medium-sized manufacturers according to the EU definition and generated a total turnover of
26 billion euros in 2014.

CEMA aisbl - European Agricultural Machinery
Diamant Building, Bld A. Reyers 80, BE-1030 Brussels
T +32 (0)2 706 81 73 - F +32 (0)2 706 82 10
secretariat@cema-agri.org - www.cema-agri.org


http://cema-agri.org/publication/towards-european-accident-database-agricultural-vehicles-0
mailto:secretariat@cema-agri.org
http://www.cema-agri.org/

