
 

 
 

       10/04/2025 
 

Joint Press Release 

RENURE Derogation: Without action, the EU 
risks missing out on a sustainable fertilisation 
solution 
Copa and Cogeca, EBA and CEMA have sent a letter to Commissioners Roswall 
and Hansen urging swift action on the long-overdue amendment to the 
Nitrates Directive to clarify derogation around RENURE technologies 
(Recovered Nitrogen from Manure). This call comes amid growing pressure on 
EU farmers, in particular due to upcoming sanctions on Russian and Belarusian 
fertilizers. 

RENURE, as initially proposed in the study by the Joint Research Center, offers a local, 
sustainable solution that could significantly boost the EU’s fertiliser autonomy in coming 
years. RENURE technologies, including certain digestates, are examples of farm-level 
innovation with multiple environmental and economic benefits — from reducing livestock 
emissions to producing high-quality fertilisers and substrates — and deserve greater 
recognition.  However, farmers need a clear and stable regulatory framework to invest and 
scale up these solutions. 

Despite the European Commission’s acknowledgement of RENURE’s potential in its Vision 
for Agriculture and Food and the Clean Industrial Deal, as well as in the European 
Parliament’s own-initiative report, the current regulatory framework has failed to unlock 
this potential. RENURE remains constrained in the Nitrates Directive.  

The amendment proposed by the European Commission is not fully aligned with the 
RENURE criteria developed by the Joint Research Centre, nor with the principle of 
technological neutrality it envisages. Technological neutrality should be a cornerstone of 
legislation whenever possible in order to avoid favouring or discriminating against any 
technology or its manufacturers, developers, suppliers and distributors. This principle also 
prevents legislation from quickly becoming obsolete and requiring further amendment.  

By laying down a limiting list of approved production methods (‘processing treatments’), 
the draft amendment completely stifles innovation aimed at new, improved production 
methods – in direct opposition to Commission’s ambitions concerning competitiveness. 
Furthermore, a new limitation of 100 kg N/ha/year from RENURE is proposed in the 
amendment. As the key characteristic of RENURE is that the products are or behave 
identically to synthetic fertiliser, no such limitation should be included.  

https://copa-cogeca.eu/publications
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akUPDZjZ-uM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akUPDZjZ-uM


 

The necessary amendments to secondary legislation via the Nitrates Committee remain 
pending and the current approach remains too restrictive.  

It is deeply concerning that the Nitrates Committee has failed to improve and move this 
amendment forward in its last four meetings. At a time when farmers are being urged to 
adopt circular and sustainable fertilisation practices and face rising tariffs on imported 
fertilisers from Russia and Belarus, the lack of regulatory clarity is a perfect example, in our 
view, of the contradictory injunctions that the Commission could resolve.  

This is why Copa and Cogeca, together with the European Biogas Association (EBA) and 
the European Agricultural Machinery Industry Association (CEMA), are calling on the 
Commission to act quickly and consistently. If it is serious about strategic autonomy, 
Europe cannot afford to overlook RENURE.  

 

-END-  

Translations will be available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL and RO on the Copa-Cogeca website soon.  

About Copa-Cogeca - Copa and Cogeca are the united voice of farmers and agri-
cooperatives in the EU. Together, we ensure that EU agriculture is sustainable, innovative 
and competitive, while guaranteeing food security for 500 million people throughout 
Europe. >>> More information www.copa-cogeca.eu 

About CEMA - CEMA aisbl is the association representing the European agricultural 
machinery industry. With 11 national member associations, the CEMA network represents 
both large multinational companies and numerous European SMEs active in the sector. 
CEMA represents about 1,300 manufacturers, producing more than 450 different types of 
machines with an annual turnover of about €40 billion and 150,000 direct employees. 
CEMA companies produce a large range of machines that cover any activity in the field 
from seeding to harvesting, as well as equipment for livestock management. >>> More 
information:  www.cema-agri.org 

About EBA – The European Biogas Association fully believes in the future potential of 
renewable gas in Europe. Founded in 2009, the association is committed to the 
deployment of sustainable biogas and biomethane production and use throughout the 
continent. EBA counts today on a well-established network of over 300 national 
associations and other organisations covering the whole biogas and biomethane value 
chain across Europe and beyond. >>> More information:  www.europeanbiogas.eu  
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